Good Morning Chairman Scott and members of the House Education Committee.

My name is Ed Clements and I am a high school teacher from Bay City, Michigan. I motivate
9"-12" graders in business, technology, social studies, and biology. I have been a teacher for 13
years,Iamahighlyskiued,minedpmfwsiomLandIkmwwhatIamdoing.Myexpeﬁmm
theclasa'omnaﬂowsmemmenmryomgerteachms,andhdpﬁlmbwmneﬂmessﬁﬂ
educators. I hold three college degrees including a Masters, four teaching certifications, and |
have real-world business experienceinmarketingandsalw,aswellssowningandoperaﬁng a
smaﬂbusincssasasolcpmpdetor. Iamanassettomysehooldistrictandoomunity. lam
proudofmystudents,mypmf&sion,andmyconeagwc. Iamhorriﬁedatthedimctionbeing
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an attack on teachers and the middle class.

ImnherebeforeyoutodaytotesﬁfyagainstHomBiﬂs%ZS%Z& Teacher tenure is not a
guamnteedjobforlife,itpmtecmduepmoess. Idonotsupportincﬁ‘ecﬁveteachem,mrdomy
ofmywﬂugm.lwwmmmmﬂwmm&wmgemﬂecﬁwmmm

proven through use of fair, impartial processes and standards, including locally-negotiated
evaluation systems based on multiple measures (as provided for in the MDE-endossed “Michigan
Framework for Teacher Evaluations™),

equivalent of 40 days pay without recourse is outrageous, and may prove to be illegal. This bill
could destroy people’s lives; the thought that I could be suspeided withaut pay for 20 days
without any recourse on false allegalions is reprehensible.



House Bill 4627 is the most troubling of this package of bills. Eliminating seniority in the layoff
and recall process will create 3 system of retention that is grossly unfair. What safeguards will

undermine civil rights. Leave school issues to those that know best, the school employees, the
people that work in the schools every day. House Bill 4628 much like 4627 will create an unfair

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Ed Clements



